FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
Catholicism not merely with opposition to the Republic but
with anti-Semitism of the most virulent kind,1 so that in
August 1893 ti^6 P°Pe condemned those " so-called Catholics
who did not scruple to attack with violence and insult the
highest dignitaries of the Church and did not even spare the
Holy Father himself."
Both sides concur in fact in their admission that a united
Catholic front would have been virtually assured of permanent
success, and that only the" uncompromising attitude of the
" diehards " prevented the establishment of religious peace.
"The Republic would have been utterly submerged by the
invading forces of clericalism if the clergy had not been divided
into two forces that weakened and damaged each other,"
writes the anti-clerical Debidour,2 while the Papal Nuncio in
Paris, Cardinal Ferrata, states in his Memoirs that " if the
Catholic Right had been united in acceptance of the Republican
regime the Government could have rested upon it and freed
itself altogether from the tyranny of the Radicals. ... If the
constitutional Catholic party, led by M. Piou, failed to progress,
the responsibility lies with the fierce opposition it met with in
the Monarchical no less than in the Radical camp. The most
bitter slanders, sarcasms and insults were hurled at its members,
who were called hypocrites and traitors, and accused of accepting
not only the Republican form of government but also the
whole or anti-clerical legislation ; while even so-called Moderates
tried for years to teach the Pope, the Papal Secretary of State,
the Nuncio and the bishops, modestly taking upon themselves
the part of true Catholics as long, of course, as this served
their political interests." It was, in fact, the old story over
again of Veuillot and Catholic Liberalism, with this difference,
that Leo XIII. took the side that Pius IX, had condemned.
The year 1894 was not over however before the chief
elements of the most formidable of explosions had been
gathered together, for it was in the autumn of 1894 that
Captain Alfred Dreyfus was condemned for high treason. But
another four years were to elapse before the Dreyfus case
1	See infra.
2	UfigRse et T&aty 1870-1906, vol. ii., pp. 74, 340.

